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The Christian Virus

By Ronad L. Dart

Anemail showed upinmy inbox
last week with nothing except alink
toan Internet page. | dmost didn’t
readit. | have heard about Chinese
Chrigtiansbefore, but nothingto
makemethink they could do any
morethanstruggleaongina
communist, atheistic society.

But | openedthefile, andwhen
| started reading, | couldn’t stop.
Somethingimportant ishappeningin
Chinathat isso counter to what one
might expect that it soundslike, well,
amiracle. Moreover, themiracleis
remarkably smilar totheonethat
turned the Romanworld upside
downinthedaysof Paul and Silas.
But thereisno ChinesePaul. There
isTtevenaChineseBilly Graham,
or Rick Warren. Chrigtianity isnot
ontelevison, or evenradioasfar as
| know. Thereareno mega
churches, but thereare now some
70million Chrigtiansin China How
on earth did that happen?

Christianity spreads like a virus

It happened intheway Chrigtianity
hasawaysthrived: personto
person, likeavirus. Oh, the
Chinese Christianshave pastors
and teachers, of course. But their
influence, likethat of Saint Paul, is

limited to the peoplethey can meet
inperson.

| wasso caught upinthearticle
that | didn’t noticethat it wasdated
June 22, 2008. It had taken 18
monthsto get to my mailbox. It was
written by Evan Osnosof the
Chicago Tribune, titled: Jesus in
China: Christianity’s rapid rise.
What has happenedin Chinaisthat
acommunist government, atheist by
definition, hascometoredizethat
Chrigtianity may not beathreat to
the country, but an asset. Hereis
what Evan Osnoswrote:

Christianity an asset fo China

“China’stopleadershavetaken
unprecedented stepsto acknow-
ledgerdigion. Atthecountry’s
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highest politica gethering, the17th
Party Congress, [held October
2007], theword‘religion’ was
added to the Communist Party
conditution, bringingitcloserinline
withthenationa condtitution. That
officid recognitionisgivingsome
membersof thegovernment the
confidenceto publicly acknowledge
their faithfor thefirst time. Judge
DianaZhou presidesinChina's
maritimecourt intheeastern city of
Qingdaon. Sinceshejoined the court
continued on page 3. . .

Knowing where, when, and how much to giveisanimportant part of
good financial stewardship. By donating an appreciated stock, you can
reduce estate taxes by removing both the stock and the appreciation
fromyour estate. Thiscan beagood method of charitablegiving for the
person who may not have ready cash available. Check with your
personal tax advisor to make sure appreciated stocksaretheright
procedurefor you. For further information about donating appreci ated
stocksto CEM, contact Larry Watkinsat 1-888-BIBL E-44.
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You deserveto sneak off and join
usinthebeautiful Ozark Mountains
for aweekend of fun, fellowship,
and spiritua renewa. What better
placeto gointhe spring of theyear
thanthisuniquecity. Thisspecia
event will be held at the Radisson
Hotel, located at 120 S. Wildwood
Drivein Branson. It beginsFriday
eveningwithaMeet and Gredt,
and endsMonday noonwitha
farewell talk by Ronad L. Dart.

What the refreat offers your family
We veplanned afull scheduleof
exdtingY EA dasses ingghtful
seminars, amost important sermon
by RonddL. Dart,and socid events
fortheentirefamily toenjoy.
Opportunitieswill @boundfor youto
persondly get toknow brethrenfrom
al over thecountry, includingadance
andthefamousicecreamsocid.

VEA Classes

Exceptional Y EA classesfor five
agegroupswill beheldat 11 am.
Sabbath, Sunday, and Monday
mornings. All kidsbetweenthe
agesof 3and 20 can pick up their
full-color, FREE'Y EA bookletsat
registration Friday evening at the
Meet and Greet. If you arrivetoo
late, bookletswill beavailable
before classat registration, or your
teacher can provideone. No effort
has been spared to make each
classan awesome experience. Fun
activities, great caring teachers, and
relevant subjectswill makekids
excitedtobeineach class.

Memorial Day Family Retreat

Branson, Missourl,

May 28-31, 2010

BecausethisistheMemoriad
Day weekend, we honor those
who havegiventher livesfor our
freedom. The patriotic themeof
each booklet for dl fiveage groups
isCelebrate: A Person, An
Event, A Day. Thefollowingare
thelessonsfor each agegroup:
Beginners (3-5)

Sabbath - Nice Neighbor
Sunday - Pray WithMe
Monday - Let’sCelebrate
Primaries (6-8)
Sabbath - The Favorite Son
Sunday -AliveAgain!
Monday - Celebrate Pentecost
Juniors (9-11)
Sabbath - Trust Me
Sunday - Sidetracked
Monday - Three Names, One
Feast
Intermediates (12-15)
Sabbath - Rich and Famous
Redative
Sunday - Rottento the Core
Monday - AnAwesome Event
Senior Teens (16-20)
Sabbath - Was Noah “Nutty” ?
Sunday - Clearly Seen
Monday - Count 50

Accommodations

Special CEM group ratesat the
Radisson Hotedl areavailableuntil
April 29, 2010, for thethreedays
beforeand after event dates. After
April 29, thegroup ratesmay
change. All room areaflat ratefor
oneto four persons. For reser-
vationscall 1-800-395-7046 and
be sureto mention you arewith
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Chrigtian Educationd Ministriesor
go to www.radi sson.com/cemmem
tomakeyour reservationsonline:
Double/King Room - $89.00
Leisure Suite- $105.00
Presidential Suite- $145.00
Additiond housngisavailable
acrossthesreet at Thousand Hills
Golf Resort. Call 1-800-697-9472
ext. 1, or gotowww.thousanchillscom
for the specia Christian Educationa
Minigtriesgrouprateof:
Queen Suite- $85.00
One Bedroom Condo - $119.00
Two Bedroom Condo - $149.00
Three Bedroom Condo - $223.50

For moreinformation, contact
Larry Watkinsby telephoneat 1-
888-BIBLE-44 or by email at
|sw@cemnetwork.com, or goto
our website at www.borntowin.net.

If youarriveearly or stay inthe
Branson areaafter the Family
Retreat, youwill bedelighted to
enjoy natural beauty, wholesome
family entertainment, recrestiond
and community living. For
entertainment your entirefamily will
enjoy, try awidevariety of music
including Rock n" Roll and Gospdl,
magic, featured entertainers,
comedy, museums, and more.

Pleasemakeevery effort to
joinusinBranson. Itwill bea
weekend retreat filled with spiritua
opportunitiestogrow ingraceand
knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Welook forward to seeing
youl
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11 yearsago, Zhou hascometo
believethat Chrigtianity could hasten
thecountry’sgoalsof clean
government. ‘ If therearemoreand
more peoplewho pursuemorality
who areableto enter the party,” she
sad, ‘thenthey canbeavery
hedthy forcewithinthe party, which
isaready seekingto prevent
corruption.””

Itisan astonishing momentin
thehistory of communism, inthat it
isanacknowledgment that faithis
practical. Eventhe dedicated
communist hasto cometo seethat
hissecular faithisempty. It hasno
moral basis, no system of ethics
that preventscorruption. And you
cannot create such asystemwith
laws. It was Os Guinesswho
observed that you can’'t stopa
mord landdidewithlaws. All you
candoisaddtothelawsand
destroy freedom. The Soviet Union
couldn’t doit, and the highest
expression of communismthere
only led to millionsof murders, and
corruptionthat hassurvived thefall
of theold union.

Even the dedicated
communist has to come
to see that his secular
faith is empty. It has
no moral basis, no
system of ethics that
prevents corruption.

| wouldn't havethought it, but it
beginsto gppear that the Chinese
haveamoreforward-lookingview
than the Soviets. Tobesure, the
regponseof theCommunist Party

may becynicd, but at |east they have
cometo seesomethinginthe
Chridianfaiththat Soviet communigts
never saw. TheChridianfaithis
based ontheworld soldest system
of ethics, and thosewho embraceit
haveareasonfor mord behavior.
Lifehasmeaning, ameaningthat no
ahadicsysemcanprovide.

Morals have fo live in the heart

Moreover, themord and ethical
system of acountry cannot be
imposed fromon high. It hastolive
intheheartsand livesof ordinary
people. Some Chinese Christians
arguethat their faithisan unexpect-
ed boon for the Communist Party,
becauseit shoresup theeconomic
foundationthat iscentral to
sugtaining party rule.

“With economic devel opment,
mordlity and ethicsin Chinaare
degenerating quickly,” prayer
leader Zhang Wel told the crowd at
his church asworshipersbowed
their heads. “Holy Father, please
savethe Chinese people’ ssoul.”

How Chinese Christians spread
the Word

What sort of peoplearethesewho
aremaking adifferencein China?
Oneexampleisamanwhowas
borninapoor village. Hegrew up
through yearsof famineinthe
countrysideand, whiletill a
teenager, he concludedthat living
off theland would forever put him
at themercy of the harvest.

“But | found that barberswere
thefreest people,” hesaid. “In
summer, they couldwork inthe
shadeunder atree. Andinwinter,
inawarm room. No barber ever
died of hunger.”
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Hemarried apreacher’s
daughter, who introduced himto
Chridianity. But it wasn't until
Zhang'sbusinessfoundered that he
decided that religionwould behis
future. Hebegan evangelizing
wherever hecould: to customersin
hisbarber’schair, to passengerson
thebus. In 1998, he spent four
monthshbicycling from provinceto
province, meeting churchleaders
and hearing talesof fightsover
religiousexpression. Loca
preachers, he concluded, were
being treated “ likedrug deders.”

“Duringthet time, | saw
ordinary peoplecomplaning of
injusticeeverywhere. No one spoke
upforthem,” Zhangsaid. “I redized
that nobody but Jesuscan savethis
country and savethe people.”

Moreover, the moral
and ethical system
of a country cannot be
imposed from on high.
It has to live in the
hearts and lives of
ordinary people.

Virus a “good infection”

Doyouredlizehow closethisisto
theway avirusisspread? Froma
barber to acustomer inhischair?It
reminded me of aphraseby C.S.
Lewis: “Goodinfection.” Wehave,
over time, lost touch with theway
thefirst Chrigtiansdid their job.
Paul and Barnabasdid not havea
radio program or aprinting press.
And yet they so moved peoplethat
someonecried, “ Thesethat have
turned theworld upsidedown are
comehither dso.”

continued on page 4. . .
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Just two menwith news, that is
all they were. And yet, they carried
avirus. It occurstomethat if this
could happeninRomeinancient
days, andin Chinainour ownday,
maybewe need to think more
deeply about what can be done
wherewe are. We have agood
infection that can end up saving,
not only acountry, but mankind.
Maybewe should sneezeon
someone?

But | havemuch moreto say
about this,and | say itinabrand
new programtitled, The Christian
Virus. You can have aFREE,
advance CD of the program by
checking the box onthe enclosed
card and returning itto us. Frankly,
some of themost dramatic and
excitingthingsinmodern history
aretaking placearound us, anditis
too easy to missthem. | want to
ensureyou’ rekept informed, so
ask for thisCD. Itisoneyou must
not miss.

Sh Memory

Chrigtian Educationd Minigtriesgratefully

acknowledgesagenerousdonation madein
memory of ReneeM. Meglan of Springfield,
Missouri, who passed away January 14, 2010. She
issurvived by her husband, Kurt; her two children,

Allison Grace and Jacob James; and her parents,
James(Tony) and MarciaDavis. Reneeplaced her
faithin God andloved Christ. Her genuinely nice
and caring spirit will bemissed. Our prayersand

deepest sympathy arewith her family.
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Alistener Shares His Thoughts

“Dear Ron: | valueyour studiesof scriptureand enjoy themevery
morning at 5:30 am Norfolk, Vaon 940am. | would likeyour comments
onthefollowing: 1. Owning gunsfor self defense and thewholeissue of
when do you resist an aggressor. | amnot inclined to lie down but when |
look at the martyrg/early Christians| haveto stop and think. Jesus set up
aheavenly kingdom, that iswhat we arefighting for, not anational
system. All thesamel believel wouldfight to live under the congtitution
versusMusdlim or communist ruleand | would consider was approved by
God. I do not seethe sense of letting abully grow in power onadaily
basis. What level of resistanceisallowed by scripture. 2. God ordains
governmentsfor hispurposes. At what point isarevol ution/overthrow of
government ordained righteous, when it isdonefor the correct reasons|
would suppose, iewhen fighting for hishonor. If you disagreewith
revolution, how do you squarethat with theAmerican Revolutionand all
thepromisesto Abraham involved. | ook forward to hearing your
opinionson thismatter(s). If you haveteachingsaready posted | would
appreciatethose. K eep up the good work. Thanks, Sal, An Architect
fromVirginia(LOL) | hopeyou get thereferenceanditstieto the subject
matter. | canfed hisspirit soto speak. Thereissomething inthewater
herethat attractsfreedom. Truth and Justice, TheAmerican Way. Kind of
corny but truetothebone. That shininglamponabhill.”

If you would like to have answers to his questions,
call 1-888-BIBLE 44 and ask for the FREE booklet
Capitol Punishment, A Christian Dilemma.

Christian
B e
OVenistries

PO Box 560
Whitehouse, Texas 75791
phone: 1.888.BIBLE.44
fax: 903.839.9311
email: adm@borntowin.net
website: www.borntowin.net

That the man of God may be
proficient and equipped
for every good work.




